QILADAR'S REPLY TO HAZRAT-I-A'LA
tion, while the disobedient found disgrace. As for your affec-
tion and sincerity there is no doubt. Still for apparent
reasons it is necessary that you should pay the usual
peshkash, and follow the straight path so that the tongues of
men be closed outwardly, and false ideas entertained by the
public may be removed. Else it is not known what troubles
are in store and what clangers may happen. It is the duty of
friendship to give no room for complaint.'1
On seeing this letter sent by Hazrat-i-Ala, Muhammad
Taqi AH Khan wrote the following reply:
The   'arzddsht of the Khan in reply to the farman of
Hazrat-i-Ala.
" After fulfilling the necessary obeisance due to the master
I subm-it my petition in great obedience. Your Majesty's order
which was full of kindness reached this obedient servant. This
place has reached the rank of heaven by the arrival of your
army. It is impossible to express my thanks for this favour.
The payment of peshkash is necessarily a mark of obedience,
and the deviation of Husayn Dost Khan from this path did not
bring him to the mansil of his object; the French were made
to roam about in the inaydan of disgrace. But this obedient
servant is always used to obey the nazims of the Carnatic in all
points, from the very beginning of his gaining control over this
area, but till now he has never paid any peshkash. My sense of
honour does not permit me to choose a new line of conduct. If
you condescend to bestow honour on this servant, kindly accept
the hospitality I can afford. If you desire money, turn your
attention towards other treasures. I have not got the strength
to gird up loins against the army of the sarkar, but I am com-
pelled to do so/'
Hazrat-i-Ala understood from the contents of his letter
the source of enmity, commissioned his victorious army to lay
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